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diastylos, the frontal stylobate should be divided into
twenty-seven parts ; if a Doric hexastylos diastylos, into
forty-two parts. Two of these parts should constitute
the lower diameter of the columns ; fourteen, the column
heights; one, the height, and two and a sixth, the
breadth of the capital, and so on.1 It may be observed,
however, that Vitruvius was not accustomed consciously
to consider every detail of a building as a fraction or mul-
tiple of this common measure or modulus. He would not
have said that the beak moulding of the cornice was such
and such a fraction of the lower diameter of the column.
He compared adjacent parts of a building and stated their
ratios to each other in such a way as to give the impres-
sion that not one but many moduli were used in deter-
mining the proportions of a building. Thus, for example,
the heights of mouldings are stated as fractions of the
members to which they belong ; the middle fascia of an
Ionic epistyle is taken as a modulus for the geison ; 2 the
diameter of the oculus of an Ionic capital gives the
amount of projection for the echinus,3 and so on. This
method of passing from one modulus to another is no-
where more clearly expressed by Vitruvius 4 than in his
description of the Ionic doorway. From the temple
height is derived the height of the doorway ; from the
doorway height is derived the doorway breadth and also
the breadth of door-jambs. From the doorway breadth
is derived the breadth of the stiles (scapi cardinales), and
breadth of the panels (tympana) ; from the breadth of the
panels is determined the height of the rails (impagef)* and
from the height of the rails is derived the breadth of the

* Vitruvius, IV, 3, JM.                         8 1M<1, III, 5, C-7.

* 2Md., Ill, 5, 11,                                 * Ibid., IV, 6, 8-4,